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tilled the land, kept herds, built modern houses, sometimes on piles in the water, like the Glastonbury lake-dwellers. Their implements, though still made either of flint or greenstone, were often polished, and showed a very high standard of workmanship. For the Ice Age had finally passed away; the climate was mild; Europe was a rich, moist pasture-land with abundant peat-bogs and woodlands.
It was perhaps in North Africa that the use of iron was first discovered. Dates are still dubious, but it may have been 6000 years ago. And it was then, or later perhaps, when the big stones of Stonehenge were being set in position, that the Bronze Age replaced the Stone Age. The Ancient Britons were still in the Bronze Age at the time of the Roman Conquest. The Romans themselves had already passed from it to the Iron Age some centuries previously. And so, at length, archaeology passes into history. The arts of writing and of numeration are invented. Artistic genius suddenly bursts forth in the wonderful efflorescence of Greek civilization, which* died down after a brief life, almost as quickly as it appeared. Philosophy took shape, and advanced to a surprising height, till it was overwhelmed again by a thousand years of barbarism and religion. But the light dawned once more with modern history. Printing was invented. Philosophy, science, and art slowly evolved to their present state. In the case of science, the advance is cumulative. The genius of individuals does not perish, as it does in art: it becomes the property of all men, and each generation starts its labours on a higher platform than its predecessors.
We conclude, then, that Life is a name for certain properties of protoplasm, and that biology is the science which deals with the physico-chemical reactions of that highly complex substance. We find, moreover, that protoplasm, in common with far simpler substances, undergoes an evolution; and the fabulously protean forms which it adopts are the outward and visible sign of a fabulous molecular complexity within. We have dealt with Life, but we have not yet dealt with